6+1 Trait® Writing
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Scoring Continuum

WOWI . * IDEAS
Exceeds expectations e ORGANIZATION
° VOICE
° WORD CHOICE
* SENTENCE FLUENCY
5 STRONG: * CONVENTIONS
shows control and skill in this trait: ® PRESENTATION

many strengths present

4 EFFECTIVE:

on balance, the strengths outweigh the
weaknesses; a small amount of revision
is needed

3 DEVELOPING:

strengths and need for revision are
about equal; about half-way home

2 EMERGING:

need for revision outweighs strengths;
isolated moments hint at what the
writer has in mind

1 NOT VYET:

a bare beginning; writer not yet
showing any control
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CONVENTIONS

The writer demonstrates a good grasp of standardtiwg conventions(e.g.,
spelling, punctuation, capitalization, grammar, uga, paragraphing) and uses

conventions effectively to enhance readability. ré&rs tend to be so few that just

minor touch-ups would get this piece ready to puhili

Spelling is generally correct even on more difficult words.

Thepunctuation is accurate even creative, and guides the reader through the text.
A thorough understanding and consistent applicatiarapitalization skills are present.
Grammar and usage are correcand contribute to clarity and style.

Paragraphing tends to be soundnd reinforces the organizational structure.

mTmoow>

beingready to publish.

GRADES 7 AND UP ONLY: The writing is sufficiently comgk to allow the writer to show skill in
using a wide range of conventions. For writers at youngages, the writing shows control over tho

conventions that are grade/age appropriate.

The writer shows reasonable control over a limitexhge of standard writing
conventions. Conventions are sometimes handled aail enhance readability;

at other times, errors are distracting and impaieadability.

A. Spellingis usuallycorrect or reasonably phoneticon common words,but more difficult words are
problematic.

B. End punctuation is usually correct internal punctuatiofcommas, apostrophes, semicolons, dashes,
colons, parentheses) is sometimes missing/wrong.

C. Most words are capitalized correctly control over more sophisticated capitalization skills may be

spotty.

The writermay manipulate conventiondor stylistic effect—and it works! The piece is very close to

e

D. Problems with grammar or usage are not seriougnough to distort meaning but may not be correct

or accurately applied all of the time.
E. Paragraphing is attemptedbut may run together or begin in the wrong places.

F. Moderate editing (a little of this, a little of thatjvould be required to polish the text for publication.

Errors in spelling, punctuation, capitalization, @wge, and grammar and/or
paragraphing repeatedly distract the reader and redke text difficult to read.

The writing reflects more than one of these problem

Spelling errors are frequent,even on common words.

Punctuation (including terminal punctuation) is oftemissing or incorrect
Capitalization is random and only the easiest rules show awareness of correct use.
Errors in grammar or usage are very noticeablefrequent, and affect meaning.

moowy

organizational structure of the text.
The reader mustad once to decodethen again for meaningextensive editing(virtually every
line) would be required to polish the text for publication.
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Paragraphing is missing, irregular, or so frequent(every sentence) that it has no relationship to the





